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ACT was approached by James Cappiello three years ago to see if we 
would be interested in acquiring a lot he owned on Woburn Street, 
created by the land court in 1971. After some research, ACT proceeded 
through the permitting process, which starts with support from the 
Andover Housing Partnership Committee and then the Andover Board of 
Selectmen. Last spring, ACT submitted an application for a site letter, as 
a “friendly 40B” project, to the Massachusetts Department of Housing 
and Community Development.

With the site letter in hand, last summer ACT submitted its application 
for a comprehensive permit to the Andover Zoning Board of Appeals to 
build one modest permanently affordable home on a nonconforming lot. 
That permit was recorded at the registry of deeds in January. ACT and 
the students from the Greater Lawrence Technical School (GLTS), under 
the supervision of their instructors, will start construction on ACT’s 

Plans underway for ACT’s seventh home 

WE LOVE OUR NEW HOME!
Andover Community Trust dedicated its sixth home last August on Andover Street and welcomed its new owners, Ozzy and Vonne Morales and their two 
sons. In his invocation, Court Holloway of Granite United Church, the Morales’ pastor, praised ACT’s work and the blessing of a house becoming a home 
for this young family. In the following letter, Vonne Morales tells about the family’s enjoyment of each season in their new home.

Dear Andover Community Trust,
We are just loving our new home!
Yandel and Nathan really enjoyed playing 
with the leaves. We made big piles of 
leaves and let them jump in it. Every 
day after that, they wanted to do it 
again and again. And then came the 
snow. They got to make a snowman 
with Daddy.
Yandel is enjoying school. He loves his 
teachers and all his classmates.
We have had so many more people over 
within the last five months then we 
did living in our apartment for almost 
6 years. We have also joined a small group for 
church, and we get to host them at our home often.
We have made so many memories already and 
cannot wait to continue to do so. God is good.
Thank you! 
Vonne M. Morales

seventh permanently affordable home late this summer. The home on 
Woburn Street will be the fourth home GLTS has built for ACT, including 
the newest home on Andover Street. The Woburn Street home will be 
similar with the addition of what the Andover Commission on Disability 
terms “visitability,” meaning the home will be accessible to a visitor 
in a wheelchair.

The front elevation of ACT’s proposed 
home on Woburn Street

The Morales family enjoys every 
season – from raking leaves to building a 
snowman – in their new home 
on Andover Street.
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ACT has had a great deal to celebrate.

Vonne and Ozzy Morales and their two boys have moved into ACT’s 
sixth home on Andover Street and settled into busy, full lives.

The Andover Zoning Board of Appeals approved ACT’s application 
for its seventh permanently affordable home on Woburn Street. ACT 
officers met with Superintendent John Lavoie and Greater Lawrence 
Technical School (GLTS) staff to begin planning for construction 
by students beginning this fall. In response to the advocacy of the 
Andover Commission on Disability, ACT has committed to comply 
with the guidelines of its “Visitability Program” by designing our 
seventh home and future homes to have one entrance with zero 
steps, 32” clear passage for all interior doors including bathrooms, 
and at least a half-bath on the ground floor.

The Town of Andover has been approved as one of 15 communities 
participating in the Solarize Massachusetts program, a partnership 
between the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center and the Green 
Communities Division of the Massachusetts Department of Energy 
Resources. ACT is hopeful that some of our current homeowners will 
be able to participate in Solarize Andover, and our seventh home has 
been planned to utilize solar panels.

The ACT Board of Directors is finalizing plans for a strategic planning 
process, utilizing an outside professional facilitator to develop with 
us a vision for the next five years.

ACT has continued conversations with Merrimack Valley HABITAT to 
partner on a project in Andover. We are hopeful we can secure a site 
and begin planning this year.

ACT celebrated another productive year at its 2013 Annual Meeting 
in June. We were inspired by our keynote speaker, Rabbi Robert 
Goldstein. We honored GLTS graduating seniors who worked on 
our sixth home. With the Opening Doors to Affordable Housing 
Award, we honored Sarah Garth and Granville Garth, whose 
contributions to ACT over the years have totaled more than the cost 
of construction of an entire affordable home.

I was surprised, thrilled, humbled and at a total loss for words as 
recipient of the Fred Stott Advocate Award, given to me by our 
Board. The award should go to ALL of them. It is a great privilege 
to work with our Executive Director Susan Stott and our dedicated 
board members. Their commitment and support, along with the 
support of ACT members and businesses, institutions and town 
boards and committees, make this challenging work a pleasure. 

If you are already an ACT member, I hope you will consider 
increasing your commitment. If you are not yet a member, please 
use the attached membership form and join us in making Andover a 
more diverse and welcoming community, one home at a time.

–John Pearson

A Message from ACT’s 
President: John Pearson

Andover Community Trust celebrates 
six affordable homes
ACT builds houses – permanently affordable homes in Andover for 
deserving income-eligible families, through the efforts of dedicated 
volunteers and historically, with the enthusiasm and energy of 
students at Greater Lawrence Technical School (GLTS).

That work was celebrated at ACT’s annual meeting last June. More 
than 60 community members gathered at Salvatore’s Restaurant 
in Lawrence to honor those who created and worked diligently on 
ACT’s sixth home on Andover Street, completed last spring by GLTS 
students under the supervision of their instructors.

“Along with learning the field of carpentry, working at the jobsite 
has taught me to have a strong work ethic,” said GLTS graduating 
senior Aisha Santos. “While we built this house for someone, I 
have learned that giving back is good, but giving back with all your 
effort is better. Learning how to lay out, frame and roof adds to my 
carpentry skills. Putting these skills to work with critical thinking 
and effective effort is an even greater gain.” 

Santos was one of six GLTS students who were honored and each 
given a $250 gift certificate to build their toolboxes. The other 
students included Juan Chalas, Raymond Moran, Eduardo Ortiz, Kyle 
Svetly-Berg and Dustin Thompson.

Osvaldo and Vonne Morales, owners of ACT’s newest home on 
Andover Street, were introduced at the annual meeting. 

The meeting’s speaker, Rabbi Robert Goldstein of Temple Emanuel 
in Andover, told ACT’s volunteers, “You work so diligently to help 
people live lives of dignity and security, and feel the pride of home 
ownership.” Speaking about the many religions represented by ACT 
members, “It’s not what you believe; it’s what you do. True religion, 
sincere, deep, mature and meaningful faith, exists only when we 
can find the will to open our eyes to the brokenness in the world 
and when we are inspired to use our gifts to bring healing, hope, 
joy, dignity into our own lives and the lives of those with whom we 
share this planet.”

Since its founding in 1992 by a small but visionary group of 
Andover citizens, ACT has built six permanently affordable homes 
for income-eligible families. Based on the strong belief that diversity 
is an important contributor to vital and livable communities, ACT 
builds modest three-bedroom homes to meet the needs of eligible 
households whose income is between 60 and 80 percent of the 
area median income.
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In Their Own Words
What does building a house for a deserving family mean to the students of Greater Lawrence Technical School? As they approached graduation and jobs in 
the building trades, the seniors who worked on ACT’s Andover Street home expressed what they learned from the experience and what they will remember.

Constructing the Andover house has 
meant gaining experience in the 
workforce and proper house construction. 
I have learned to work to my fullest 
potential until the task is complete. Going 
to the school house has shown me what 
the job site will be like in the future. I have 
improved my carpentry skills and learned 
to be reliable, dependable and predictable.

Dustin Thompson

As a vocational school, we hear 
a lot of talk that we’re less than 
a regular public school. In reality, 

we’re equal or more than. Here at Greater 
Lawrence Tech, we have many opportunities 
that add to our academics. Working at the 
school house project brought many challenges, 
but it has been an essential part of my high 
school years. Along with learning the field of 
carpentry, working at the jobsite has taught 
me to have a strong work ethic. I learned that 
laziness is not accepted anywhere. I understand 
that if you want good results in life, you need 
to put in effective effort. While we build this 
house for someone, I have learned that giving 
back is good but giving back with all your 
effort is better. As my skills as a carpenter 
increase and develop, my mind becomes more 
open to becoming a better person and a better 
employee. Learning how to lay out, frame and 
roof add to my carpentry skills. Putting these 
skills to work with critical thinking and effective 
effort is an even greater gain. The school house 
project gives me the opportunity to embrace the 
knowledge that has been instilled in me. 

Aisha Santos

Building the ACT house on Andover Street has taught me more than anything in 
my life. I have learned craftsmanship. I have also developed leadership qualities 
from my instructors and fellow students. The accuracy of my work has improved 
greatly. My skills have flourished. I have developed confidence in myself and my 
work. These skills coincide with the more powerful work ethic I have developed. I 
strive to complete the tasks I have been given. If you do not give it your best, the 
job will never look good. I have made mistakes personally, as well as in my field. 
I have learned much from these mistakes. I am trying to truly become a better 
person. Every day spent on the house was a day I looked forward to. It gave me 
the chance to build something that would better someone else’s life. 

Kyle E. Svetly-Berg

Working on the Andover Street house has meant 
many things to me, such as gaining experience 
in the workforce. I have improved in my ability to 
measure, cut and fasten construction materials 
and in properly cutting drywall and fastening it 
to the walls. Old and new friendships have been 
strengthened and cultured inside the Andover 
Street house. I will treasure this experience for 
the remainder of my life.

Eduardo L. Ortiz

I have crossed many stepping stones in my life during the construction of the 
ACT house. This experience has made me a better worker and an even better 
person. The house project has prepared me for the working world that awaits 
in my future, with skills and attention to detail I never knew I was capable of 
possessing. I now know that I would like to pursue an education and career in 
construction. I have also made many memories with my classmates building that 
house. Working with them had to be the most cherishable time of my high school 
career. We became a family through carpentry, with all the laughs, mistakes and 
hard work. We have all worked so diligently to make it to this point in our lives 
to obtain the skills needed to reach our goals. This house is the place where my 
carpentry family grew up. I'm ready to move on to do bigger and better things.

Juan Chalas

Working on the ACT house has 
meant learning and further-
ing my own skills. I was able 
to learn how it truly feels to 
work on a real construction 
site, starting a house building 
project and following it to the 
end. This project gave me the 
opportunity to evaluate my 
strengths, which are measur-
ing and fastening. I was able 
to work on the skills that I 
was lacking, such as using a 
level and fitting in stair treads. 
I can proudly say I grew as a 
carpenter during the construc-
tion of the ACT house. I also 
grew as a person.

Raymond 
Moran

Greater Lawrence Technical School students proudly show their gift cards, given to them at the annual meeting 
to honor their work on ACT’s Andover Street home. ACT Executive Director Susan Stott is at right.
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Three honored for efforts to build 
and fund ACT’s homes
Three individuals received prestigious awards at ACT’s Annual Meeting 
for their tireless efforts to build and fund ACT’s homes. John Pearson, 
who designed three of ACT’s six homes, was surprised to receive the 
Fred Stott Advocate Award, named for the late Fred Stott, an advocate 
known throughout the community for his ability to talk people into 
supporting projects good for the town. Pearson was recognized for his 
great leadership as ACT’s president and chief architect.

The Opening Doors to Affordable Housing Award was presented 
to Sarah Garth, 96, and Granville Garth, whose contributions 
to ACT together over the years have been sufficient to fund the 
construction of one affordable home.

ACT Welcomes Two New Directors
Two dynamic members 
of the Andover 
community will bring 
their talents, creativity 
and energy to the 
Andover Community 
Trust Board of Directors. 
Raymonda Abouhamad 
and Sara Hidalgo were 
introduced at the 

Annual Meeting last June and elected by a unanimous vote.

RAYMONDA ABOUHAMAD, elected to a three-year term, is a 
phlebotomist with Lab USA, Inc. She and her husband, Adel, are 
ACT’s fifth homeowners and the parents of three daughters. Their 
youngest daughter is a student at Wood Hill Middle School and the 
two older daughters have graduated from Andover High School and 
are in college. SARA HIDALGO, elected to a three-year term, is the 
registrar at the Essex Art Center. She also does art restoration in 
many media, including painting, sculpture and ceramics. Sara’s two 
sons are students at Andover High School.

Four Board members whose terms were expiring this year were also 
unanimously elected to serve additional three-year terms: Denise 
Johnson, Joan Johnson, John Pearson and Don Schroeder.

Be sure to like Andover Community Trust on Facebook!
Exploring Solarize Andover for 
ACT Homes
Solarize Massachusetts is a new state-sponsored program 
to encourage installation of solar panels on residential and 
commercial properties. The Town of Andover has been approved as 
one of 15 communities participating in this partnership between the 
Massachusetts Clean Energy Center and the Green Communities 
Division of the Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources.

ACT is hopeful that some of its current homeowners will be able to 
participate in Solarize Andover. With south facing, unshaded roofs, 
some of these existing homes may be well suited for photovoltaic 
panels and the savings in electricity costs these panels bring. ACT’s 
seventh home on Woburn Street has been designed to accept solar 
panels, and the organization is planning to meet with Astrum Solar, 
the solar contractor selected by the Town of Andover, to assess the 
suitability of this home for solar panels.

Much of the initial savings on purchase and installation of a system 
depends on tax credits, for which ACT, as a 501(C)(3) non-profit 
organization, is not eligible. Therefore, ACT is exploring the most 
cost-effective way to implement a photovoltaic system on a new 
home. An interested owner can either purchase a photovoltaic 
system, with the associated tax credits and other savings, or lease a 
system, which will produce about one-third of the savings without 
the upfront purchase and installation costs.

Sarah Garth and Granville 
Garth are the recipients of the 
Opening Doors to Affordable 
Housing Award.

ACT President John Pearson (left) 
is caught by surprise when he is 
awarded the Fred Stott Advocate 
Award by ACT Treasurer Don 
Schroeder at the Annual Meeting.

ACT’s newest Board members, Raymonda 
Abouhamad (left) and Sara Hidalgo (right)

Andover Day
ACT Board member Blake Martin (left) and executive director Susan 
Stott (right) greet ACT member Pat Commane (center) at ACT’s 
booth at Andover Day last June. Hundreds of local residents stopped 
by to learn more about the six permanently affordable homes built 
by ACT in Andover.
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Paul Adams

Terry Anderson

Cynthia Barakatt and Rich Bizzozero

Lynne Batchelder and David Wilbur
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Suanne and Richard Dillman
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Joan Duff
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Mercedes Duran
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Michael Frishman

Wendy and Dennis Gallant

Barbara Gannon

Granville Garth

Sarah Garth

William Garth 

James and Hannah Gentilcore

Tana Goldberg

Steve Golden and Carol Tanski

Frank and Belva Hopkins

Dick and Judy Howe

Joan Johnson

Mark and Denise Johnson

Peggy Keck

Karen and Roland Kim

John and Margaret Kimball

Alice Kleinhans

George and Carolyn Koehler

Larry and Tina LaFranchi

Ken LaRose

David Lindsay

Bob Lloyd

Mike Lombard

Stephen and Hilary Loring

Mary Lyman

Kellie Mahoney

Phil and Susan Malloy

Lillian Margolis

Mary Marra and Peg Duddy

Cheryl McKeough

Thomas R. McMillan

Cindy Milne

Nancy Mulvey

John and Pat Pearson

David and Rachel Penner

Willard D. Perkins

MJ Powell

Ellen Prokopow

Willard and Joyce Robinson

Valerie Roman

Carol and Bob Rougvie

Donald Schroeder

Marcia and Larry Sharp

Fred and Marjorie Snell

Martha Solish

Bruce Sorota

Sandy and Lucille Stott

Susan Stott

Sean Sullivan
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Stefani Traina

Susan and Mike Tucker
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COMMUNITY DONORS
Arrow Floor Carpet One

Design Lighting and Electrical Supplies

Doyle Lumber Company

Enterprise Bank and Trust Company

People’s United Bank (Riverbank)

Unitarian Universalist Congregation in

     Andover

Thank You to Andover Community Trust’s Generous Donors and Supporters

Yes, I want to be a Friend of Andover Community Trust!
and continue to receive copies of Andover Community Trust News

Name(s) Email

Address

SUGGESTED DONATIONS TO SUPPORT THE WORK OF ANDOVER COMMUNITY TRUST

Leadership gift $1000 Supporting Member $50 Basic Member $10

Sustaining Member $100 Contributing Member $25 Other $

 

PLEASE CLIP AND MAIL YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO:

Andover Community Trust, Inc.  |  P.O. Box 5038  |  Andover, MA  01810



Save the Date

Andover Community Trust’s Annual Meeting
6:00 p.m. Tuesday, June 10, 2014
Salvatore’s, 354 Merrimack Street, Lawrence

GUEST SPEAKER: Mary Marra, executive director, Bread and 
Roses Housing, a leading provider of sustainable homes and 
affordable home ownership opportunities to low-income 
families in Greater Lawrence

WWW.ANDOVERCLT.ORG

Creating permanently affordable homes in Andover

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


